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FIGURE 7. The calculation of false positives in the ELISA test for AIDS antibodies can
be carried out in a tree diagram in which the appropriate conditional probabilities are
multiplied along each branch.

Qualitative exercises in identifying the information A that is known and
the event B whose probability is wanted are an essential preliminary to
formal work with P(B\A).

Transition to Inference

Random sampling and experimental randomization provide experi-
ence with randomness that motivates not only the study of probability